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* AMENDMENT. 
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J E R E M I A H XIV. 


When they faſt, I miſo f bear their ry; ; ane kin | 
they offer burnt-offering and an oblation, I will not 
| accept them; but I will conſume them by the ſword, 
wy | and by the Famine, and by the peſtilence. 


o& - PRs HIS is a dreadful threatning indeed, denounced 
S411 = by God againſt the Jewiſh Church ! not to hear 
6 =o] Þ their cry, in their moſt ſolemn and ſerious addrefſes 
CR Y to him, when they faſted and prayed, when they 
offered burnt-offerings and oblations, even by his own appoint- 
ment and inſtitution, and not to accept his own appointed and 


_ inſtituted 


- * S 
< 72 — K 
2 . 


rh. 


inlituted "TIE but to reject them with the utmoſt abhor- 


rence, and to threaten to confume them by the ſword, and by 


the famine, and by the peſtilence ! This. is very dreadful 
indeed ! and ſeemingly hard and cruel treatment ; but as our 
good Creator can neither be hard nor cruel to his creatures, it 


deferves our ſerious enquiry into the reaſons, that occaſion' d 


this extraordinary behaviour to them, and extorted this alarm- 


ing threat from him ; and theſe reaſons we find are men- 


tion'd in the foregoing chapter, * This. evil people, ſaith the 
Lord (ch. xii, 10.) refuſe to hear my wordt; they walk in the 


cc imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, to ſerve 
« them, and to worſhip them ; ” And likewiſe in the verſes 
immediately preceding my text ; ** Thus ſaith the Lird to this 


ce people, they bave loud to wander ; z they have not reſtrain d their 
"_ * fret, therefore the Lord doth not accept them ; he will now re- 
e member their iniquity, and vit their fun And what is 
more dreadful ſtill, God in the next words, charges the pro- 


phet nat to pray for them; Pray not, ſays be, for this people, 
«« for their good ; ” And as the prayers of the prophets for the 


people always repreſented the interceſſion of Chriſt for them, 


(of whom all the prophets in their publick characters were 
expreſs types and figures) God's forbidding the prophet to pray 


for them, was virtually intimating to them, that Chriſt, the 


great Prophet of all, ſhould not intercecd for them; whoſe in- 


terceſſion indeed would avail them nothing, in the fight of 
God. without faith and a ſuitable practice; and therefore he 


ſays in the very next words, the words of my text; ¶ When they 


$$ 7 . 1 will not bear their cry 5 and when they offer burnt- 


<< offering, 


_ —_ cab 0 OREN 
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verſ. 17.) 


131 
0 offering, an an oblation, I will not accept them, „ As if he had 
faid, of what fignification is all their faſting and praying to me, 
if their lives and actions give the lie to their devotions? And 
what avails their offering me burnt-offerings and oblations; 
(tho my own appointed ordinances) if they do not offer them. 
up to me, in faith of the great burnt-offering and oblation for 


all, for which end and purpoſe alone, 1 appointed and ordain” d 


them ? And how can they be ſuppos'd to have any real faith 


in the great ſacrifice of all, . wwhen they refuſe to hear my wordt, 


by which alone faith cometh *? ben they walk in the imagi- 


nation of their heart, and walk after other gods, to ferve them, 


te and to worſhip them ? When they lrve to wander, and do not 
© reſtrain their feet from any evil way ?” And all thefe corrupt 
practices in the ſtate, he ſeems to charge as the natural and 


neceffary fruits of that falſe doctrine, that had then crept into the 


Church; The prophets, fays God, (verl. 14.) propbecy lies 
& in my name; they prophecy a falſe vi fon and divination, + 


„ and a thing of noug bt, and the deceit of their heart.” And 
in conſequence of this falſe doctrine, and theſe corrupt practi- 


des, flowing from it, he ſays of Jeruſalem, in the next chapter 
(ch. xv. 6.) * Thou haſt forſaken me, ſaith the Lord, thou art 
*© gone backward ; therefore will 1 firetch out my hand againſt 


ee thee, ans de Fay thee ; ; 4 wa wy with repenting. " 


£ . i4- 


* 4 Faith comeh by bearing wy ny * che word of God. » (Rom. x, 


— A, 
»4 


+ ” Divination, i. e. the * or 8 at ar 6 or WY to 3 


« God; (as the word in the original imports) which the prophet wean 7 tells Saul, - 
(1 Sam. XV. 23.) is rebellion againſt God. 


B 2 5 2 Thus 


4] 
Thus then ſtood: the caſe between God and his people, the 
Jews, both in Church and ſtate, at that time. The firſt reaſon, 


you find, why God refuſed to hear their cry, when they faſted, 
was becauſe - they refus'd to hear his words, and walk'd in 
< the imagination of their own hearts ; refuſing to hear God's 


words ; ; was rejecting or neglecting his revelation; and walking 
in the imagination of their own hearts ; ; Was following their own 


fooliſh devices, and oppoſing their own imaginary ſchemes of 


falvation to the infinitely wiſe and gracious plan of God's reve- 
lation; in ſhort, it was ſetting up NATURAL RELIGION in 
oppoſition to REVEAL'D, or a power and right 3 in themſelves 


of thinking and acting for themſelves, in religious matters, inde- 


pendant and excluſive of all direction or inſtruction from reve- 
lation; ; the conſequence of which was, that ſetting themſel- 


ves thus at large, and becoming freethinkers, or Jari tudinarians 


in principle, they ſoon 8 libertines in practice; for no 
ſooner did they begin to wall in the imagination of their  0wn 


hearts, but they began to walk after other gods, to ſerve them, and 
fo worſhip them ; they then loud to wander, from the paths of 


Gods commandments, and did not reſtrain their feet from any 
evil Way. 


Before this, i in the prophet Iſaiab's time, God complains of 


them by him, that they were a rebellious people, lying chil- 


«© dren, chi laren, that would not bear the law of the Lord; which 


« ſaid to the ſcers, ſee not; trouble us not with your viſions, 
and to the prophets, prophecy not unto is right things; that 
we may not know that we are in the wrong but ſfeak unto 
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[5] 
e us, ſmooth things; ſuch, as may ſooth us, in our ſecurity, 
and not affright or diſturb us; prophecy deceits, that we 
may have this to plead in our excuſe hereafter, that we were 
unhappily deceiv'd and miſtaken, and knew no better. _ (Iſai, 
XXX, 9, IO.) Accordingly, afterwards, in the Prophet Jere- 


miah's time, they had their very hearts wiſh and deſire; for 


they had Prophets exactly of their own features and com- 
plexion; 75 * their Prophets, ſays God, (Jer. 14, 14) prephecy. 
& lies in my. name, they : prophecy a fa 7 von, and divination, 
_ and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart; and my 


people, ſays he, in another place, love to have it ſo; 


and then with a moſt tender compaſſion for them, he aſks both 
prophets and people, and what will you do, in the end there- 
« of?” (Jer, 5, 31.) An alarming and awakening queſtion 
indeed] May thoſe among us ſeriouſly confider it, whom it may 


concern moſt ! Thus, the inſpir'd penman lays, e they bad 


85 * forſa ken God, and gone backward. 7 


Into this wretched 8 ſtate of corruption, both in 


principle and Practice, the Jewiſh Church and polity were 


ſinking apace, at the time, when God by the Prophet Jeremiah. 
threaten'd them, in the words of my text ; and yet you find by 


my text, that they had their formal ſtated faſts and ſacrifices, 


as uſual ; but then it ſeems, theſe were only outfide formalities, 
unanimated by any vital principle of faith within; © they ho- 


* nour'd God with their lips, while their hearts were far from 
„ him; (Mar. vii, 6) or as the Prophet Jeremiah complains 


_of 


16 
of them, in the 12th ch. (rel. 255 e Cad wat j in their mouth, 
al "on we Da their reins.” Zo 


They were almoſt Wen m—_ dine both 3 in Church nd 
State, notwithſtanding their ſpecious faſting and praying: which 
abandon'd profligacy of theirs, thus occafionally maſk'd under 
an hypocritical piety, drew from God that alarming threat, 
contain'd in the words of my text; viz. © when they faſt, 1 
will not hear their cry, and when they offer burnt offering 
e and an oblation, I will not accept them; but I will conſume 
0 thera by the Jaure, and by the REES and oy the 3 i 


And as all the Sumi and From to "oh Feuih Church, 
are applicable to the Chriſtian, when under the ſame circum- 
ſtances,” and were intended to be fo, (according to St. Paul, 
who ſays, Rom, 15, 4, © whatſoever things were written 
4 aforetime, were written for our learying;” and again, 1. Cor. 
10, 11. © All theſe things happen'd unto them, for enſam- 
« ples, and are written for our admonition);” J fay, as all 
che promiſes and threats to the Yewiſh Church equ ally con- 
cern the Chriftian, when under the ſame circumſtances ; ſurely 
it highly behoves us to compare caſes a little, and ſee whether 
the Chriftian Church be not, in a great meaſure, under the 
ſame circumſtances of infidelity and immorality now, as the 
 Fewiſh "Church was then; and conſequently, whether we 

have not feaſon to dread the ſame Judgements falling upon 
as, notwithſtanding our faſting and praying, -that fell upon 
them, notwithitanding thetrs : that is, unleſs our outward hu- 


miliation 


121 


miliation of the body be accompanied with an inward contrition 
of ſoul, and a real change of heart and life; for our late ex- 
traordinary ſucceſſes, without this real change, will only ſerve 


to enflame our future reckoning, and increaſe our .condem- 
nation. 


* at — 


Did the Jews: then ref 1 to bear the word f God?” Do 
not multitudes among us do the ſame? Some totally neglecti ng, 


others abſolutely r ejecting it; ſome being wiſe, . 4 bove has 


ec is written,” felf-illuminated, ſelf-taught; as our ſelf-en- 


lighten” d Deiſts, or ſelf-ſufficient * moraliſts. Others being 


wiſe, contrary to what is written, as our ſelf-juſtified + phas 
riſers, and ſelf. ommiſſion d + ſectaries. 


Did the Jews, in n conſequence of their refuſing to hear 


the word of God: wall in the imagination of their evil 


e hearts?” Set up their own fooliſh devices, their own im- 
aginary ſchemes of ſalvation, in oppoſition to the reveal'd will 


of God ? Do not incredible numbers among us now do the 


2 Cor, 3. 5. 10 We are not ſufficient of ourſelyes to think any thing,” G- 
rar bau, to reaſon any thing, or conclude any thing from reaſon, in matters of 7e/igion, 


« much leſs to 4% any thing therein, that is acceptable unto God“) ( as of ourſelves, 
but our ſufhciency 1 is of God.?“ 


+ Rom. 3, 24. We are juſtified fri by his grace, N gratis, - whikous * 
antecedent or ſubſequent merit of our own) © thro the redemption that is in Jeſus 


* _ 4 And ſo our juſtification is called Avena the free gift of God, ſee Rom. 
| 57 1 18. N 


t Heb. 5, 4. No man 8 Honour unto himſelf, barks cheeks called-of 
„God, as was Aaron; ſo alſo even Chriſt bimſelf glorified not himſelf, to be made 


« an high prieſt; but He, that aid unto him, thou art my ſon, to day have I 
* begotten thee. 


ſame 


[8] 
ſame ? determin'd, as they are, not to be beholden to Revelation 
for any thing relating to God, or a future ſtate ; to their duty 
here, or happineſs hereafter ; but determin'd to go to Heaven, 
their own way, or-not at all; determin'd to ſave themſelves, | 
or not to be ſav'd at all. 

Did the Jevns, in conſequence of jejeding Revelalign: 70 walk 
e after other Gods, to ſerve them, and to worſhip them?” 
Do not our numerous Deiſts do the fame? .While. they. pretend. 
to worſhip the unity of the Godhead, in excluſion of the 
per ſonality, that is, a God exiſting in one perſon only; and 
is not this worſhipping another God ? That is, a different one, 
from that, which is reveal'd to us, in the Scriptures, viz, as 
exiſting in the perſonality of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ; 
and 1 is not this . 85 worſhipping a falſe God? 


ee not our 1 _ Fan 3 with our 1 
guilty of idolatry, in worſhipping Chrift, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
as mere creatures? Do they not both, by denying the divinity 
and atonement of Chriſt, exclude the ſecond perſon in the ever, 
bleſſed Trinity? And of courſe, ſet aſide the whole Chriſtian 
** of e e with the Deiſts? 4 8 


8 0 not our Tn bebte by ſetting up the fallen 
powers of reaſen, and a dead morality, in the room of the ſan#- 
fication and fruits of the Holy Spirit, exclude the operations of 
the third perſon in the ſacred Trinity? And do they not, by thus 
withdrawing: themſelves and others from under the ſupernatural 
influences 


9 l 
influences of the Holy Ghoſt, cut off all communication and 
intercourſe with Heaven, and thereby, as far as in them lies, 


exclude, God, as it were, out of this world, and e, 
of e out of the nent? PIO 


Have not theſe” men then, wink of f them, by thus flatly de- 
nying the doctrine of the Trinity, which i is the very foundation 
of the Chriſtian religion; and others of them, by ſetting aſide 
the faving truths of the Goſpel, which are built upon it, and 
Into which, they have all been ſeverally baptis d; have not 
theſe men, I ſay, all of them reſpectively renounced their 
, baptiſm, and of courſe; their Chriſtian name, and conſe- 
quently Chriſtianity itſelf, as reveal d in the e Scriptunrts, and 
eſtabliſhed i in "Weis" realms? r 
And yet is not this Land over-run, like the field in the 
Goſpel, with theſe ſeveral forts of Tares, ſown by the enemy, 
* while men ſlept?” And are men awake yet out of their 
5 ſpiritual ſlumber?” For has any thing been done, towards 
putting a ſtop 1 to the ent, or a check to he growth 
| of them? 


| What 8 thee that our 1 hath eds forth 10 many 
tares, and ſo little wheat? Tares can produce nothing but 
tares: what avails it then to be perpetually declaiming againſt 
the reigning vices and immoralities of the age we live in, while 
we take but little or no notice perhaps of the ſeveral ſorts of in- 
fidelity among us, that are the fruitful ſeeds and ſources of theſe 

C im- 


{| 489: 

immoralities? This is only ſkimming over the ſurface, not 
ſearching to the. quick, and going to the bottom of our ſores; 
for the ſeveral immoralities, complain'd of, are but the natural 
eruptions, or breaking out, of that latent corruption, that lies 


lurking within; the neceſſary workings of corrupt principles; 
for corrupt principles muſt for ever produce corrupt practices; 
| Juſt as corrupt ſeed produces corrupt fruit; it is ſo, in the na- 

tural world, and muſt be fo, in the ſpiritual, or moral; if the 
head be wrong, the heart cannot be right, however it may 


mean well; * if neither head nor heart be right, the mind 
muſt think wrong, the tongue, of courſe, muſt ſpeak wrong, 
the hands muſt do wrong, the feet muſt go wrong, and muſt 


carry us out into all ſorts of wickedneſs, according to the various 


propenſities of our ſeveral corruptions of heart or mind. It was 
ſo, in the Jewiſh ſtate, and muſt be ſo, in the Chriſtian; as 
we ſhall find, I fear, upon. a further” ee and cloſer com- 
paring 6 of cafe... >: ugh 


Did the Jews then, in - conſequence, of walking in the im- 
agination of their evil hearts, not reſtrain their feet from 
« any evil Way! ?” Do we reſtrain ours, when we are purſuing 
the gratification either of our carnal, or worldly luſts? Our am- 


bition, pride, revenge, or 'avarice ? And what can all this be 


owing to, but to the ſeveral ſorts of infidelity among us, in par- 


ticular, and to an evil heart of unbelief, in general?” Which, 


in proportion to the various kinds and degrees of our unbelief, 
ill „been arten a ſeal, devil io 5 that 5 is, of the ſame 
"fl; Kr eee tr afoot bt as 3608 ©4067 : ſtamp, 
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ſtamp, caſt, and turn, with thoſe corrupt principles that in- 


fluence, actuate, and biaſs it. 


Hence ariſe thoſe numerous herefies and ſchiſms, that ſwarm 


ſo thick among us, at this day; ; which, together with the for- 


midable increaſe of Popery, on the one hand, and of En- 
thufiaſm and Panaticiſm, on the other, ſeem to threaten the 
ſpeedy and total deſtruction of our Sion, both within, and 
without. 


Hence it is likewiſe, that ſo many among us, ſo thought- 
leſsly riot in luxury and intemperance, in chambering and wan- 


tonneſs; ſome living, unconcern'd, in a conſtant ſtate of un- 


diſſembled fornication; others, equally unconcern'd, in down- 


right ſecret, if not open adultery ; as tho' they believ'd there 


were neither God nor Devil, neither Heaven nor Hell, to come: 


ſome again, living in habitual <* malice and envy, hateful, and 
« hating one another; revengeful, implacable, unmerciful ; un- 
for givingeach other, and of courſe, unforgiven of God. Some 


moreover living in a total diſſipation of mind, in a perpetual 


giddy round of intoxicating amuſements and diverſions; and, as 


a natural conſequence of this, in a general negle& perhaps of 
all religious worſhip, both publick and private, if not, in a 
ſcandalous prophanation of the Sabbath. Deplorable numbers 


more ſtill, in a profligate abandon'd courſe of drunkenneſs and 
debauchery of all kinds; of curſing and ſwearing, lying and 
ſlandering, cozening and defrauding one another: and, to 
conclude all, as tho' theſe were the laſt days, and the pe- 

Cz ——C— 


1124 
« zillous times,” St. Paul ſpeaks af, (2 Tim. il.) How 


many others, «© are lovers of their ownſelves, - covetous, - 
e boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, un- 
<< thankful, unholy; without natural affection, covenant-break- 
<«< ers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe, 
that are good, traitors, heady, high minded; lovers of: 
<< pleaſures, more than lovers of God; = Wig a form of nat 
* linefs, * denying the power there 


Such is St. Paul's dreadful deſer * of the /aft days; and 
yet, if we cloſely examine ourſelves by it, it will look, I fear, 
but too much like a portraiture of our own; for do not we ſeem 
to be the very men he is here nar n Having a form of 
© podlineſs,, but by the above > mentioned: evil works, and 
* many more ſtill ne *© denying the power thereof? 
Having the light of the glorious Goſpel ſhining among us, but 
ſome ſhutting their eyes againſt it; few, very few, being either 
wiſer or better for it; and thouſands perhaps infinitely the worſe. 
Have we not too much cauſe then to fear, leſt God ſhould ſay 

to us, as he formerly did to backſliding Jeruſalem, in fimilar 
_ circumſtances, © thou haſt forſaken me, faith the Lord, and 
© gone backward; therefore will I ſtretch out my hand againſt 
as thee, and 2 * I am ee with ne 


Here then Wh us an a Little, my brethren, ao deckel aſk 
ourſelves theſe two important queſtions. Have we not of late 
years ſtrangely forſaken ** the faith, which was once delivered 
6 to the ſaints?” (Jude. 3. 222 And, as 5 the neceſſary reſult of this, 


have 
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ſig} 
have we not. ſhamefully gone backward, both in W and 
practice? If we have, as tis to be fear d, upon: an honeſt and im- 
partial enquiry, we ſball find we have, let us not diſſemble the 


caſe with ourſelves, or our Maker; much leſs ſtudy to palliate 


it with the ſpecious flattering colours of our late extraordinary, 


ſucceſſes; as tho theſe, however extraordinary, could make it 


intrinſically better, than it t really 1 is, in "Yes * * 4% 30. 


— 


For whether theſe extraordinary faccefles were def kd fos 
good or evil to us, can only appear from the good or ill uſe we 
ſhall hereaſter make of them; if we make a good uſe of them, 


God will turn them into bleſſings; if an ill uſe, he will turn 


them into a curſe; for he can as cafily curſe us with fucceſs, as 


with diſappointment; juſt as he can curſe us with plenty, as 


eaſily as with famine; fo that ſucceſs is no poſitive. proof of the 
favour of God; for if it were, then Mahomet and Gromuel might 
have prov'd they were in the favour of God, from their ſucceſs; 
and that therefore they were both in the right; ſo that at this 
rate, ſucceſs would give a ſanction to the vileſt of impoſtures, 


and the worſt of villanies. But the truth is, ſucceſs, even in a 
good cauſe, is no proof of the goodneſs of that cauſe; for by 


the ſame rule of argument, it would equally prove a bad cauſe to 
be a good one; ſo that every cauſe is to be tried, not by the ſuc- 
ceſs, but by the juſtice and equity of it, previouſly to the ſuc- 
ceſs, and excluſively of it; for how often do we ſee wicked. 


men proſper, and good men ſuffer, in the world? And yet 
you will not ſay, that the former are in the right, and the latter 


in the wrong: or that God 1 18 pleas d with the former, and dif- 
pleas d 
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pleas'd with the latter; proſperity therefore of any kind 3 is no 
more a proof of the favour of God, than adverſity of any kind 


is of his diſpleaſure; for God ſometimes tries us with the one, 


and ſometimes with the other ; and he can equally bleſs, or curſe 
us with each, according as we acquit ourſelves under either. 


Let us not then preſume upon our late ſucceſſes, as tho' they 


were infallible tokens of our being the favourites of Heaven ; 
but let us rather examine ourſelves, whether we have endea- 


voured to be ſuch, as to have deſerved them; let us ſearch our 


| hearts, and ſee whether they are right with God; whether we 


are right in our faith and practice; for, if we are wrong in 


the one, we cannot be right in the other. - But if, upon ex- 


amination, we find ourſelves to be right in both, (abating all 
human infirmities) then indeed we may draw comfortable hopes 
from theſe ſucceſſes, that they are pledges of God's preſent love 


to us, and earneſts of his future regard for us; and the beſt way 


to deſerve the preſent, and ſecure the future, is to be truly 
thankful for the paſt ; and the beſt way to be truly thankful for 


the paſt, is to expreſs our thankfulneſs, not only with our lips, 


but i in our lives and converſations ; 


But if we find upon examination, that our hearts are not right 
with God; that we are wrong in faith and practice too; then 
we have more reaſon to be alarm d, at our late ſucceſſes, than 


to be rejoiced at them; and to fear, leſt they ſhould be tokens 


of God's diſpleaſure, rather than pledges of his favour; who 
knows how to puniſh us with proſperity, as well as with adver- 


ſity ; for proſperity may diſſolye us into luxury and vice, as ad- 


verſity 


* 


„8 
— 
* 


1161 
verſity may ſhrink us into Poverty and contempt; juſtas the warm 
ſunſhine of Heaven may ripenthe fruits of the earth into rottenneſs, 
as well as the cold nipping blaſts of it may blight them, and 
bring them to nothing; fo that it is equal with God to ſave, or "x0 

n either * proſperity, or 3 „ by _ ſucceſs, or il. 


All depends then upon the * or ill uſe we — of either, z 

God ſometimes viſits us with judgements, (as he did formerly) 
in order to deter us from our ſins; and ſometimes he viſits us 
with mercies, (as he has lately,) i in hopes, that if his Judgements J 
cannot deter us from our fins, his mercies, his repeated mercies, 
may make us aſham'd of them. But if we are paſt all fear and 
ſhame too, if God can neither work upon us, by his Judgements, 
nor his mercies, then we are paſt all hopes of recovery; we are 
then Out-laws of Heaven, and mediring, rominizny but extirpation. 


| National depravity therefoto loudly calls for national refor- 
mation; or elſe, it will certainly bring on national deſtruction; 
which God can as cafily effect, by giving us ſucceſs, as by the 
contrary, as I have ſaid ; ſo that what may ſeem to us defign'd 
; for our good, if we take not great heed, may prove in the end, 
, 1 occafion of our fall. 


Our late extraordinary ſucceſſes then ſhould not fluſh us with 
x any fond overweening opinion either of our perſonal, or natio- 
nal worth, in the fight of God; much leſs ſhould they make us 
fancy and conceit our caſe to be better, in his fight, than it 
really is, in itſelf ; or that it is even better, than that of our 
| neighbouring nation, with whom we are at variance; or that our 
national 


L 160 
rational merit is ſuperior to their; and that therefore we are 
higher in the favour of heaven, than they are. Theſe ſucceſſet 


donot warrant, or Juſtify any, or either of thefe furmizes ; for 
they prove neither; they only prove this, that God ſometimes 
makes uſe of one wicked nation; as a ſcourge to another; but 


then we ſhould remember, at the ſame time, that the ſeourge 
itſelf may receive its puniſhment, in the very uſing ; ; by which 
it may be ſo ſhatter'd, waſted, and worn out, as to be render d 


for ever after uſeleſs, both to itſelf and others; or elſe, when it 
has anſwerd the purpoſes: of heaven, and God has done with it, 
he may either deſtroy it, or commit it to the I; or throw, 
it neglected by, to rot of itfelf. PRIN WOE VIP ö 


This then beings the matter tows to — — Jody us then 
ſeriouſly confider the gracious deſign of his Majeſtys pro- 
clamation, which has call'd us together, in this ſolemn manner; 
It is, as it ſets forth, © that we may humble ourſelves before 
e almighty God, in order to obtain pardon of our fins ; and 
*© may, in the moſt devout and folemn manner, ſend up our 
prayers and ſupplications to the Divine Majeſty, for averting 
thoſe heavy judgements, which our manifold fins and pro- 
„ vocations have moſt juitly deſerv'd ; and imploring his bleſ- 
fing and aſſiſtance on our arms; and for reſtoring and per- 
petuating peace, ſafety, and proſperity. to theſe kingdoms: 


a. 


& 


* 


* 


cc 


Theſe are the words, and this the deſign of the Royal pro- 
clamation, viz that we may humble ourſelves before Almighty 


A. God, in order to obtain pardon of our ſins.” Now there is no 
obtaining pardon of our ſins, without faith and repentance; 


 ©© repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 


„ Chriſt, 


5 
U 
li 
* 

— 
7 
12 
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* 
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Le 


* Chꝛiſt, (Acts vx, xi. ) And there is no true Eik, without 
repentance, nor true repentance, without faith; and therefore 


that only is true faith, which is productive of repentance; and. 


that only is true repentance, whereby we forſake fin: tlie 


Aqueſtion then is, are we reſolv'd, by the grace of God, from 
this inſtant to forſake our. fins? if we are not, we may depend 
upon, it, we have no true ſaving faith in Chriſt; and to what 
purpoſe then is our preſent humiliation and confeffion of our 
fins, if we are not refoly'd to forſake them? Or what will it 
avail us, in the moſt deyout and ſolemn manner, thus to have 
e fent up our prayers and ſupplications to the Divine Majeſty, 
for averting thoſe heavy judgements, which (as the procla- 
mation admoniſhes us) our manifold fins and provocations 


* have moſt juſtly deſerv'd?” -x fay,: what will this avail us, if 
we are determin'd ta continue inthoſe very fins and provocations, 


which draw down thoſe very judgements upon us, that we have 
juſt now been devoutly and ſolemnly ſupplicating God to avert 


from us? What a Solemn Mockery of God is all this? Is it not 


turning our Publick Faſt into a Publick Farce? And devoutly 


acting the hypocrite with God? If this be the caſe then, as it 
moſt certainly 1s, if we are determin'd to continue in our fins, 


«© with what face can we look up to Heaven, and implore God's 


«© bleffing and aſſiſtance on our arms, for reſtoring and per- 


* petuating peace, fafety and proſperity to theſe Kingdoms?“ 
With what aſſurance can we expect that God will bleſs and aſſiſt 
our arms, when by our manifold fins and provocations, we have 
taken up arms againſt Heaven, and are determined not to lay 


them owe? How can we 2 85 chat he will continue 


D te 


| —_ us? 


cc 
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to fave us from our enemies, if we are reſolv d thus to continue 
his, in open rebellion againſt him? How can we hope 
that © God will reſtore and perpetuate peace and proſperity to 
_ - ©, theſe Kingdoms, when we are not at peace with him, nor 
endeavour to reſtore and perpetuate the proſperity of his King- 
dom, in theſe Realms, by promoting and proſpering the King- 


dom of his Goſpel among us? And what fign is there of the 


 Goſpel's. being promoted and proſper'd, among us, when we 
are almoſt totally overrun with herefies and ſchiſms in the 
Church, and with profaneneſs and infidelity in the State? Are 
not the latter the natural conſequences of the former? And are 
not both the neceſſary reſult of that ſhameful negle& and con- 
tempt of the Goſpel, and its ordinances, ſo notorious among 


all ranks and degrees of men, from the hi gheſt. to the loweſt, 
. 


In the next place, let us briefly recollect the Gln conf ions 


and petitions, that we have juſt been offering up, at the throne 
A of grace; we have been devoutly confeſſing then our long 


- C6. 


wa "NE under the {means of grace, our profaneneſs 
and infidelity, our hereſies and ſchiſms, our groſs impurities 
and intemperance, and our other manifold and heinous pro- 
e vocations;” and have profeſs'd to God, that we bewail all 
+ theſe, with ſorrow and confuſion, with penitent and contrite 
5 hearts; and moreover have been praying to him, that he 
would give us a ſtill deeper ſenſe of our guilt and un- 
worthineſs.“ Now as a proof of our ſincerity, and that we 
are in earneſt with ourſelves and our Maker, in theſe ſolemn 
confeſſions and prayer, are we refoly d 2 the divine aſſiſtance, 


tO 


cc. 
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to be more conſtant, for the future, in the uſe of the means of 


grace, and todtwae-to be more fruitful under them? Are we re- 
ſolv'd to endeavour, by every ſalutary meaſure, to put a ſtop to 
the progreſs of that deplorable profaneneſs and inſidelity, among 
us, which, like a apr I8 now derem almoſt W 


Andi in order to FR this the more effectually, are we deter- 
mind, by every poſſible method in our power, to check the 


growth, and prevent the ſpreading, of thoſe numerous herefies 


and ſchiſms, among us, that have ſo miſerably rent and divided 


the Church (which is the Body of Chriſt) in theſe Realms, and 
almoſt torn it to pieces? And laſtly, are we reſolv d by the grace 
of God, to be more pure and temperate for the future, to be leſs 


lovers of pleafure and vanity, and more lovers of God, than 


we have hitherto been, and in one word, to walk before him 
n all newneſs of He, and holinef 8 of converſation? 


If we can now ho our hands. upon our hearts, and fineately 


ay, in the preſence of almighty God, that theſe are our real 
unfeigned deſires, intentions and reſolutions; then we may reſt 


aſſured in humble confidence, that God hath heard our prayers, 


and accepted our humiliation; and that he will let our land 


* ſtill enjoy the light of his countenance, and the bleflings of 
his bountiful hand, in fatherly indulgence to his obedient 
3 8 earneſt requeſt N 


But . on the contrary, our hearts ſmite us, in any of theſe 
reſpects, and we are conſcious to ourſelves, that' we have no 
ſuch thoughts a and defigns of future reformation and amendment, 


D 2 then 
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then bara our. paſt ſervice and devotion been but mere lip- 


„ labour, and folemn grimace but let us not be · deceiv d; Cod 


is not to be mock d: we may eaſily deceive ourſelves, but we 
cannot ſo eaſily impoſe upon our Maker; for he ſearcheth the 
very heart and reins, and pierces, at one look, into the very 
inmoſt receſſes of our ſouls ; and if he finds that we have 
been all this while only acting the pious hypocrite with him, 
he will, ſooner, or later, perhaps ſhortly, cut us aſunder, 
« and allot us our portion with the hypocrites, wlrere ſhall be 
* nnn and gaaſbing of teeth. n xxiv, 51.) 


Let me then, my! Brethren, leave upon your N that . 
ing admonition of Chriſt to the Church of Sardis, Which has 
been read to you, in the Epiſtle appointed for this day; and 
which, no doubt, was thought but too applicable to the Chriſt- 
ian Church of this land, by its being thus appointed to be read 
to us this morning; viz I know thy works, ſays Chriſt, that 
thou haſt a name, that thou Ir, and ar't dead ; be watch- 
ful, and ſtrengthen the things, which remain, that are 
ready to die; for J have not found thy works perfect before 
God; remember therefore, how thou haſt receiv'd and heard, 
« and hold faſt, and repent ; If therefore thou ſhalt not watch, 
J will come on thee, as a thief, and thou ſhalt Ju know 
« what hour T will come woes thee. | 


* 


May God of his infinite mercy thaw. n us all grace t to 3 
and to Pray 3 Thas: this hour wed not come ag nd us anne; 
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the faith deliver'd unto us by them; and truly repent, before 
it is too late; that we may be vigilant, and ſtrengthen and con- 
firm the things of God, that ſtill remain among us, but alas ! i ina 
languid and dying condition; that we may no longer be me- 
rely nominally alive unto God, by a fair outſide, but cold, and for- 
mal profeſſion only,while we are inwardly perhaps, in heart and 
ſoul, ſpiritually dead to him; but that our works, which appear 
ſpeciouſly good, before men, may be made perfect by faith, 
before God; and our perſons preſented unto him, without ſpat 
or blemiſh, waſhed and cleans'd in the wu of the immaculate Land, 
Jeſus Chriſt, the righteous. 


To TT: with the F ther and the Holy e Choſt, three ine 3 
Perſons in one eternal undivided Eſſence, be aſcrib d by the 
Church militant and triumphant, all honour, might, majeſty, 
dominion and ow now, — and to all _— "© 


Amen. ; 
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FINIS. 


By the ſame Author. | 
Marriage a Divine Inſtitution, and the high ſacred ee 


of the myſtical union between Chriſt and his Church, | 
| throughout the Old and New Teſtament. | 


In two Sermons : : Price 18. 


A Sermon. on the Parable of the Vineyard, and Chriil the true 


Vine. 


Prine 18. 
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